VALLESECO - LAS MADRES (BCO. DEL RAPADOR)

Ths dd path comunicates ha cantm of Valeseco and Fimas frough the naghbour
hood of Barmnquillo, which, as he name in Spansh ndcalkes, s a hamiel spmadina
ravine between free hils, Lomo de Zamom, Lomo Quemado and Lomo Zumaque. When
you gettoheroad of Lomo de s Pines, you descand fhirough he hamiel of B Sobadiio
and contnue waking dong apah, called paso de B plata” (siver path ) 1o fnaly gat o he
naghbouthood of Monagas, where ha Rapador mvine begns. On he dght hand side of
fis raving, the pah stans agan and leads you rght 1o heend of he mule on heborder

between Valeseoo and Frgas. This spotis caled Las Madms. Theroute is around 4 kms.

Ths “cammnomal’ bagnson he oulskrts of \allesaco (behind he “vdaloro” buldng),
amost at he bagnning of he sacondary road which descends o Zamom. You have o o
down by a sleep concrele @ne and, al he bottom of he ravne, um lefl and take he
cobbled path. Whean you get o Lomo Zumague, you must walk sraghtahead uptoLomo
Quemado. Them, you have 1o wak down 1 he end. Descendng some skaps, you soon
gel o he batiom of he gorge, where an smal laurd wood has grown. Ascandngagain o
fe lefl, youwalk himugh some beautdd Canaran housas and plots of land. This spolis
caled B Convento (The Convent). The path ends in adit Yack and afew meves fuher
you can fnd he sacondary road. On he wal, you can read “Lugar Baranquill'”.

You have %o tun rght and go up he road. Al he crossmads, gnare he road which
goes down %o Caserin and oontnue whill some mates 1 stad he descent o B
Sabradilo, bayond Los Cardenas Gross. Al his crossing, he priest Francsoo Cardanes
placed his anss 1o prolect pagple fom a possble wandadng soul which appeared asa
hght. This pdest was bom in a nearby house in El Scbradilo. He was he pdest of he
Church n Arucas, pariapating in its constucion (nfosmation provided by he hisiodan of
Valeseoo). Waking a few matms 1o abend, you fnd La Jordana Spring. Itis dry now, but
naghbours usad 1o dink its marvelous waler al e year round. Afler some malms, on he
lefthand side, you can see some sleps and a pah, called Paso de & plata (siver pah),
which wil lead you 1o Monagas.

Meanwhile, you must slopand obsarve the dwelings madea in ha caves n herocky
wal you have in fontof you in El Sabradilo and afterwards n Monagas. Most of ham am
usad as housas nowadays. Acordng o some od doouments, he Hemandez de
Monagas familylived n he caves of Monagas aller he oonquest of he isand ceaing his
new sumame. Aler some years, some rdatves amigraled 1o Vienazuel: Judas Tadeo
and José Gregoro Monagas Burgos. Bath of hem bacame presdents of Venazuda .
Monagas gave his name 1o astale n Venezuel, in 1909 Ahind descandant of ths famly
was a dctakyr inthe Domincan Repubiic (1933-1958).

You have 10 descant some metes dong he read and tun rght 1o walk through he
Rapador mvine, lakng he rack dosad o he house.

Ths raving was named afler its frs! owner who was given land in his ama aller he
conques! of he shnd. Acoordng o he hisiodan D. Sebastan dménez Snchez, a
Genoase ganderman, caled Rapalo, was gven land and walerin 1541.

Years ago, here was nol a mad in his place. The achal road was bult n 1944, The
fam anmals usad his pah fom Fimas to Temr, passng he caves you can see fom
here. There usad obealol o e in his ravne. There wem varousiamieswho lived ham
and odtvaled he fedle ground whem anyfhing could grow, acoordng lohe eldedy of he
wiage. Them was a spring at he begnning of he aving which produced enough waler
for al he cops. The waler that @an down he rawne dlowed he wamen © do har
washing %o sxmonths of the year. Aflrwards, hay bull wels and he waler was usad
futher up he avne. Nowadays , the pah goes hiough he densa vegelaton of laumis,
“tre20s” and eucaiplus and wals covered in fems. During his walk, you can see some
abandoned housas and sheds. On he left hand sde, you can see he Fnca de los Curas
(he Priests’ Eslate), bdongng Yo he same family as ha Chapel in El Moinete. On he
rght hand sde, are he Cuevas del Masin (Framason Caves). They were calied his,
becausa he pason who Ived tham was nol rdigous.

Fumer down, we can cbsarve an dd well, belonging %o he Heredad de Aquas de
Amcas y Frgas. s waler was coleciad in a waler channel, furher along the pah. This
channel s called Acaqua Honda and brough! waler fom B Andén ravine (Vasandero) 1o
here. In La Vimen Ravine, here is dso a fler hatl mmoves he slones fom he avine
when a lot of water run down through L From Las Madres, all he waler fous along he
Acaqua Real (Royd Water Channel) down %o Amucas and Firgas. In Las Madres, you can
saa he ramans of he Ml of Cha Mamanita, which was moved by he waler han mn down
fis channel. The round constucion, made ha water fal and gain skength 1o move he
bg slone wheel which gound he gains of wheal or com. Ths machne warked unil
1970. Futher down he road, them is a shop bull in 1946 which sdls al and vnegar,
which desanves a wsl.
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VALLESECO - LAS MADRES (BCO. DEL RAPADOR)

Esa camno ed une el asco de \aleseco y Aimas aravesando & barmo dd Bamanquilo, que
como & mismo nombre ndca, esta dsaminado enun barmanco que serpaniaa encglonado ente &
Lomo da Zamaom y & Lomo Quamado y Zumaqua. Al legar ala cametera dal Lomo da Los Pinas se
baa pordl pago dal Sobradilo yse camina ora vez par & sendaro dal paso da la plata hasa daanzr
& barno da Monagas, donde empieza & Barranco dal Rapador. En d leterd daracho da este baranco
ampieza de nuavoel caming, qua ya sn pardidaconduce hasta d limite ente \allesacoy Fimgas, donde
es8 al pago frguanse de Las Mades. En 0t B dsnaa moomda es da poo masda 4 kms.

E=2 camino red empeza an las sueas dd asco de Valesaco (devas dal velatono) y casi d
pincpio da B carmetera veana qua baa al bamo da Zamora. Se baa por una pandienta da camanio,
sa gra a B izquerda hasta & fondo dal baranco, se aum & camino empedado ysepasaala
margen 2quienda . En & Lomo Zumagque, hayun cuce da camings, ssqumosda feme hastaliegard
Lomo Quamado. Aqui confinuamas lomo abao por la pista de cemento hasta qua s corvieri2 en
camno abao dd odo. Tas baar unos escalones legamos d fondo dedl bamanquilo donde
enconramaos unbasquaciio da lausles. Subiendoo¥a vez cogamos |a mamen damecha dal baranco
QU2 pasa ente UNas preaasas casas canaras de aguiteciua fadoond y juno a unas Sermas de
culivo. Este es d pago de B Corvenio. B camino acaba enuna pista de Serma y mas addlane enla
cam e sacundana qua baa dd Lomo de Zamora; en & mum una placa pone “Lugar Bamanquilo ™.

Subimas, entoncas, 3 B damecha; en & quoe, gnoramos |a cametera qua baa hacia & Caserdn y
subimas unpoco mas cogendola baada hacia & Sabradilo, por dabao de la Cruzda los Camanas. En
ea cuce da camings, & ara Francsco Cadeanas clocdesta auz para ahuyentar a una posbie ama
&N pana QU apamaia en foma de Lz por B3 nodhas yque saveia baar por este lomo hastaesie punio
donda exa colocada b ouz Ese oura naad enuna ¢35 que estamas addan e en d asentamento ddl
Sabradiio. Fua duama mucho Sempo parom en |a igesa da Arucas, mpulsandoy levandoa cabo su
consucadn (nfomaadn facitada pord conista oficdl). Mas addlanie enla curva, 52 enconiabala
Fuama da B Jordana, ahoratapiada, pam que lenaba un agua muy buena en mviermoy en verano, que
wizaban los veanas da i8s casas da dredador. Unos metms mas adalanie vemos ala zquerda unos
escaonas yuncamno d que laman los vacnos & Paso dela plata qua nos conduce hasta Monagas.

Duanie d moomdo debamos pararmos paa obsarvar 185 casas auava Bbradas en los rsaos da
enfrema tamo en B Sobradilo como mas abgoen Monagas. Lamayor paeda alas s edn mulizando
aomo wendas. Raspaco a Monagas, hay escibs de aquala época que aesiguan qua Deron
aolonzadas pocodaspuis da lacongusta por B famiia Hemandaz de Monagas, que sumd a suapdlido
& nombre dal 3% donda se asentaon. Con & Sempo dos dascendientas da esta famils emigraon a
Venezuala: Judas Tadao y José Geagono Monagas Bumos; y su apalido dio nomibre d estado de
Monagas, en 1909, Adamas, legaron aostentar B pfatua de s Repdblica Bolvananade Venaauda Un
tamer dascandenta da exa famiia fuepresdant y debdor enla Repdbica Dominicana (1933-1959).

Baamos unos metos mas pam empezar a baar d Barmanao del Rapador, por & |aterd
darecho y B psta que esta allado delacasa.

S nombre da este barranco pareca qua S8 mmonta 3 uno da los pameros propietanos d qua sa
i oo amn tamenas enesta ona ¥as b onqustade B sla. Segin Bs adnicas dal histonadar, D.
Sebastan Jménaz Sanchez, en ese aluame dd Baranco de Guaddupa (nombe que toma &
Barancodela imana supaso por Frgas) se leconcadienn Sarasyaguasen & 154 1a un cabdlero
genovés lamado Rapalio . De ahi, probablemeanta damd & nombre da Rapadar.

Aniguament nohabia nnguna cametena pareste ugar. La camiera actud seconsiuyden 1944 Las
bastias cargaias subian por este camino desda Fimas e iben a Temr a Yavés dal camino da Los Padlios
que suba desda Monagas, porenie Bs cEas auea (e sa ven en B bdera damecha, hasa La Laguna.
Habia mucha wda aniguamente en ese bararco. Habian vanas familas que habiaban y culivaban los
tamenas, en los quasa produca de 1oda, sagancuantan|os vaeanas mas mayoes. Habia un mananial d
pncpio del bamanao que produeia agua suicents para mgar dos los adivos y conlas aguas quacarian
Bvaban|as mueres duanie ses mases d a7, Degpuas, sa foradamonlos pazos que esdn en Zamoa y
£33 NqUaza esd aoras manos. Ahoa, & camno baa porente una darea vegetaadnde urdles breans
y eucaipios y paedes aubierss de haledhos. Duanie & moomdo s2 ven agunas casas y apandes
ahandonados. En B ladera quienda, donda vemos ure casa aon Bah da eas estdba B Fna dalos
Curas, parenagent alafamia Rodiguaz Rirez que pasea B emita dala Vimende b Slaen d Mainste.
£nla bdara daredha, exdn las Cuenas dd Masin, lamadss asi pomue endlas viid una parsona qua mo
el enlarligin. Enlaacuaidad pare e alas esdnreconsuidas omulizads paralabores agooas.
Mas abao, vemos un pazo de campana en & cauce, ya abandonada, que panenadia ala Hemdad de
Aguasda Ancasy Figas, y auyas aguas eran eogdas por B acequa que pasa par Las Mades mas
aban. S coninuamos baando vemos tamben casi 3l salidadal bamanco, alademcha, oras casas auava
quaparenacian ala famiia daLos Ramonas ylaFincada DiAa Blena, con U paan, qua compm en su dia
dAgua Frgs. Pasamos tamben unioa B AcaquaHonds qua rae las aguas dal Bamancodal Andén (por
enama daValsendam) ylas vere en b Acequia Rad que conduce las aguas da B Hedad da Aguas de
Amnas y Fgas que vemas d llegard Barancode LaVirgen Aquiestatamben & coladero, conssente en
VEras CoNSAUCIoNEs quUa enian como misin fvar | pedas y Serraque levaha & Barrano dalaVirgen
auando camia. En este punio, se encontrabadl Maino da ChaMamanta qua se movia aon esas agus y
dal quaaln podamas apedar doubo, que servia para consegur una caidada agua suficenta y mover las
pedas aon Bs qua se malia & milo y & igo. Este malino estuvo acivo hasa 1.970. Un poo mas abgo,
e23 i %enda da acate yvnage de Las Makres, bda una nsiucion qua mamoe una vata.



